
M I N U T E S 
COUNCIL WORK SESSION 

June 22, 2004 
5:00 PM 

 
PRESENT: Mayor Rietz, Council Member-at-Large Goodnature, Council Members 

Christopherson, Koch (until 6:30), Jorgenson, and Nordin 
 
ABSENT: Council Members Pacholl and Chamberlain 
 
STAFF PRESENT: Craig Hoium, Jon Erichson, Jim Hurm and Tom Dankert 
 
ALSO PRESENT: Margene Gunderson, Public, Austin Daily Herald, and Austin Post Bulletin 
 
 
Mayor Rietz opened the meeting at 5:19 p.m.   
 
Item #1 – Community Development Director Craig Hoium discussed the status of the current 
tattoo ordinance and the history of Steve Kish’s business here in town.  Mr. Hoium noted Mr. 
Kish approached Council on changing our ordinance to make things safer for the people that are 
receiving body piercing and tattoos.  Mr. Hoium briefly went over the proposed changes to the 
ordinance, including no pets being allowed in the facility, no smoking, etc.  Additionally, a 
parent would need to be present, and written consent would be required, if the individual getting 
the procedure was under the age of 18.  Council Member-at-Large Goodnature questioned if the 
age is a statutory thing, or up to the local control.  Neither Mower County Public Health Nurse 
Margene Gunderson or Mr. Hoium could answer the question.  Mr. Kish noted that 16-17 year 
olds are 30% of his business, and if we require such to get the procedures, these kids will just go 
get them done in an unsanitary environment.  Mr. Hoium noted that Rochester, Winona, and 
Owatonna do not have ordinances regarding tattoos.  Albert Lea, St. Cloud, and Minneapolis do 
have such ordinances, and the person must be 18 years of age or older, or get parental consent. 
 
Mr. Kish noted he agreed with a majority of the ordinance, but requiring parental consent will 
not be in the best interests of the kids wanting the tattoos and piercing.  I would like to have the 
parent there, but I do not require it right now. 
 
Mayor Rietz questioned if we looked at the St. Cloud ordinance.  Mr. Hoium noted we did, but 
all of the cities that have a tattoo ordinance have nearly the same language.  Council Member 
Jorgenson stated that it might be in the best interest of the community, as a whole, to require 
parental consent.  Mr. Kish stated that the state statutes do not mention any age requirements.  
Council Member-at-Large Goodnature questioned if there was an age for which Mr. Kish felt 
comfortable with.  Mr. Kish stated that individuals under 16 should have parental consent, but 
not 16 and 17-year-olds.  Council Member-at-Large Goodnature noted he wanted to hear from 
the parents of the community what they thought about the age requirement. 
 
Moved by Council Member Nordin, seconded by Council Member Goodnature to continue 
discussion on this issue to the next work session.  Carried 5-0. 
 
Item #4 – City Engineer Jon Erichson gave an update on the 10th Drive SE project.  Mr. Erichson 
noted he is recommending that the council not proceed with the project as of the 19 total parcels; 



there are 11 objections to the project, four who will not object if the project is done, and four that 
definitely need the project.  This leaves the potential of $25,000 per parcel being reduced in 
court, as the benefit cannot be proven.  That would mean the city would be responsible for the 
losses.  Mr. Erichson noted he could service three of the four parcels for about the same dollar 
amount without doing this project, but the bowling alley would not get serviced.  Mr. Erichson 
noted that Bellman’s Addition could still proceed, but it would cost more per parcel. 
 
Council Member Koch discussed the potential economic impacts if the parcels were serviced 
now, and put into use in the future.  Larry Eickmeier of Echo Lanes stated that the bowling alley 
really needs this project, as there are water and septic tank issues right now.  Mr. Eickmeier also 
stated that Austin Acres was developed many years ago despite some of the same types of 
objections, and look how that has turned out.  Mr. Erichson stated he would still recommend the 
Council not do the 10th Drive SE project, and that Mr. Erichson will work with the four property 
owners who really want the service to see if there are any alternatives. 
 
Council Member Koch questioned what the right thing to do was.  Eventually when all of the 
septic systems fail, these objecting property owners will want in the system.  Mr. Erichson and 
Mr. Dankert noted we would have to have the court fight now, however, to determine the value 
of the assessment. 
 
Mayor Rietz noted she would like to support Mr. Erichson’s recommendation.  Mr. Erichson did 
note that the Bellman’s Addition project would have their assessment costs increase if we do not 
do the 10th Drive SE project. 
 
Moved by Council Member-at-Large Goodnature, seconded by Council Member Nordin to move 
this issue to the next council agenda for an official vote.  Carried 5-0.  Council Member-at-Large 
Goodnature noted this will be the last chance for the public to get involved, or we will act on Mr. 
Erichson’s recommendation. 
 
Item #5 – Mr. Erichson noted Gerard School has approached the city to exchange some land out 
by the Nature Center for some expansion the school is looking at.  Architect Paul Johnson 
discussed the project with the council and showed them the affected property on a map.  Mr. 
Erichson discussed his memo dated June 21 that outlined the pros and cons to the project. 
 
Council Member Christopherson questioned if the proposed new building would be in the 
floodplain.  Mr. Erichson noted it would not. 
 
Motion by Council Member Jorgenson, seconded by Council Member Nordin to move forward 
on the project.  Carried 5-0.  The Engineering Department will work on the project and bring it 
back to council in the future. 
 
Item #6 – Mr. Erichson discussed the proposed biosolids construction project at the Wastewater 
Treatment Plant.  Mr. Erichson noted the construction cost could be $6 to $7 million for the 
entire project.  Mr. Erichson noted that the portion to be paid for via the Industrial User is still to 
be discussed, as Hormel would like to have us do more of the treatment; therefore, they would 
have more use of the new facility.  Currently it is probably a 60 – 40 percent split between City 
and Hormel use.  Mr. Erichson noted the facility would be covered, and could reduce odors by 
10% or so.  The design services on the project would be done by Bolten and Menk for $250,000 
(not to exceed this price).  Mr. Erichson discussed the location of the proposed facility being 
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across the street from the current treatment plant.  One possible site is actually owned by St. 
Mark’s, but they have indicated an interest to potentially swap some land to make the deal work 
and allow for some of St. Mark’s expansion needs.  Mr. Erichson noted this project would 
eliminate the four westernmost lagoons upon completion.  Mr. Erichson noted, unless there are 
any objections, the hiring of the design engineers will be added to the next council agenda. 
 
Item #7 – Mr. Dankert discussed the 2005 budget process, noting that our LGA could swing 
anywhere from a $250,000 increase to a $250,000 decrease.  At this point in time the League of 
Minnesota Cities is recommending to Austin to use the greater figure as they believe this will be 
what is ultimately given to us once the session starts up again, however there are no guarantees.  
Mr. Dankert noted the cost of living increases and other general increases could add 
approximately $600,000 of additional costs onto the city (increased from the 2004 budget).  Mr. 
Dankert did note that only one contract had been signed into 2005, otherwise the other seven 
contracts will be negotiated yet this year and into 2005.  On the revenue side, Mr. Dankert noted 
the increase in LGA of $250,000, plus capturing the tax growth of 3% estimate, and projected 
use of fund balance will only necessitate a 5-6% tax increase to make things balance out.  This 
could eliminate the need for employee cuts if Council so chooses.  Mr. Dankert noted this would 
still not allow for any contribution into the proposed jail/justice center the County is looking into.   
 
Council Member-at-Large Goodnature stated we need to start funding that project, as our share 
will “blow you away” once it is calculated.  Council Member-at-Large Goodnature noted he was 
hoping to have a tax increase of 0% or cost of living only this year.   
 
Mr. Dankert questioned if council would be willing to listen to staffing increases for the 2005 
budget.  Mayor Rietz noted the Police Department would like another investigator.  Mr. Dankert 
noted for each new position, we would need an additional 2.5% tax levy to cover it.  Council 
Member Christopherson stated if we listen to one department staffing request, we should listen to 
them all. Council Member-at-Large Goodnature noted there may be only a slim chance that any 
new employees are added. 
 
Mr. Dankert noted he and Mr. Hurm will work together with the department heads to form a 
budget based on the above parameters. 
 
Item #8 – Mr. Hurm noted there may be some changes in the communications system as once 
proposed due to a change in ownership of one tower that was going to be leased.  Mr. Hurm 
noted he would keep Council updated on this project. 
 
Moved by Council Member Nordin, seconded by Council Member Christopherson to adjourn the 
meeting at 7:45 p.m.  Carried 4-0. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
       
Director of Administrative Services 
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